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Database Menu: Performance Report
Max EXPO
Age: 11;2, Grade: 5

Language Sample Analysis with SALT Software

Elicitation Task and Database Overview
Max completed a language sample where he explained how to play a favorite game or sport. His language sample was compared
with samples from 88 speakers completing the same task. These database samples were within 6 months of Max's age. Some
language measures, such as number of different words and number of errors, are affected by the length of the sample, i.e., the longer
the sample, the more opportunity to produce them. For these measures, Max's sample was compared with a subset of 83 samples
matched in length by the same number of words. All measures are interpreted using a standard deviation interval of 1.00 SD.

Transcript Length
Max produced 34 utterances using a total of 376 words in 4 minutes and 2 seconds, which were all within normal limits for this task.
Intelligibility
Max’s sample was 100% intelligible.

Expository Structure
The Expository Scoring Scheme was used to assess the structure and content of Max's expository. The following categories were
included: object of contest, preparations, start of play, course of play, rules, scoring, duration, strategy, terminology, and cohesion.
Max's composite score of 15 out of a possible 50 points was 3.21 SD below the database mean of 32.80. He demonstrated particular
difficulty with the categories of object of contest, preparations, start of play, course of play, rules, scoring, duration, strategy,
terminology, and cohesion.

Syntax/Morphology
Max’s mean length of utterance (MLU) in words was 7.88, which was 1.85 SD below the database mean of 11.89. Most frequently, he
used 6-word, 8-word, and 11-word utterances. His MLU in morphemes was 8.47, which was 1.93 SD below the database mean of
13.01. Max's sample was scored for subordination index (SI), which measures the average number of clauses per utterance. In
general, higher SI scores indicate increased use of complex syntax. Max yielded an SI score of 1.33, which was 1.22 SD below the
database mean. This indicates that he more frequently used simple syntactic sentence structures. Max's sample contained 1
utterance with 0 clauses, 14 with 1 clause, and 9 with 2 clauses. His most complex utterance contained 2 clauses. For example:
C (Like) the basic rule/s[EW:rule] for this game is (you have to like if you like) you can/'t steal from the banker.
He used 8 subordinators and 18 coordinators in his sample.
Semantics
Max used 92 different words (NDW) within an analysis set of 252 total words (NTW). NDW was within normal limits. Comparing
NDW to NTW across the sample shows a moving-average type token ratio of 0.53, which was within the normal limits, indicating
typical vocabulary diversity.

Verbal Facility
Max's rate of speech, at 93.22 words per minute, was slower than the database mean by 1.48 SD. His sample contained 10 withinutterance pauses for a total time of 38 seconds, with an average pause time of 3.80 seconds. The total number of pauses and total
pause time were both higher than the database mean by 5.42 SD and 2.46 SD, respectively, while the average pause time was within
normal limits. Max's sample also contained 5 between-utterance pauses for a total time of 12 seconds, with an average pause time of
2.40 seconds. The total and average between-utterance pause times were both within normal limits, while the total number of
pauses was 1.30 SD higher than the database mean. Pause time as a percent of total time was 20.66%, which was 1.56 SD higher
than the database mean of 5.69%. In Max's sample, 33.16% of the words were filled pauses, false starts, repetitions, or
reformulations. This percentage of words in mazes was 4.17 SD higher than the database mean of 10.22%. His sample contained 40
mazes, which were found in 81.25% of his utterances. Max's mazes consisted of a high number of both phrase-level and word-level
revisions and repetitions. There were 2 abandoned utterances in his sample, which was 2.87 SD higher than the database mean. A
high number of pauses, mazes, and abandoned utterances may indicate difficulty with word retrieval and/or utterance formulation.
Errors
15.63% of Max’s utterances contained errors, which was comparable to his database peers. He also omitted the words GET, ON, and
SAY. His sample contained the following word-level error: RULE/S[EW:RULE]. His sample also contained the following utterancelevel error:
C And other good thing/s, (you) you can get (a a j*) a free jail out of card if you/'re in jail [EU].
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