How to Add a Reference Database to SALT 20

This tutorial shows you how to add a reference database so it can be accessed in SALT. It
assumes you are using the current release of SALT 20.

Step 1: Locate the database you want to use with SALT.

e Download contributed database
o Downloads—>Contributed Databases
o filename ends with the extension “.sltdb”
o located in browser’s download folder
e Build your own database
o filename ends with the extension “.sltdb”
o may be found in SALT’s default folder for external
databases

Step 2: Move the database to SALT’s folder for external
databases.

Default folder for external databases (created automatically
when you first run SALT):

Documents\My SALT Data\External Reference Databases

The first step is to locate the database you want to use with SALT. This may be one of the
contributed databases downloaded from the SALT website, or one you built from your own
transcripts.

Contributed databases may be downloaded from the SALT website by selecting
“Downloads—>Contributed Databases”. The database file you download ends with the
extension “.sltdb”. Locate this file in your browser’s download folder.

Your own database, which is built using the Research version of SALT, also ends with the file
extension “.sltdb”. This file may be located anywhere on your computer or network. If you
built the database on your computer, you may find the file in SALT’s default folder for
external databases. This folder, which was created when you ran SALT for the first time, is
found at “Documents\My SALT Data\External Reference Databases”. It may be the case,
however, that the database was built and stored somewhere else.

The second step is to move the database file to SALT’s default folder for external databases.
Unless you changed this location in the Setup menu, it is located in the folder “My SALT
Data\External Reference Databases” within your Documents folder.

Step 3: Test the database.

Demo database
e Story-retell narratives based on 2 stories
o FWAY: Frog, Where Are You?
o BUS: The Bus Story

The next step is to test the database. This demo assumes the database is named
“Demo.sltdb” and contains story-retell narratives based on two stories: “Frog, Where Are
You?” and “The Bus Story”.
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+CA: 7;0
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+ Grade: 1
-0:17
C Once_upon_a_time a little boy was look/ing at a frog.
C And he go[EW:went] to sleep.
C And the frog escape/ed out the window,
C The boy say[EW:said], "Good_morning frog".
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Select Database Samples for Tom 7;0 FWAY

¥ STEP 1: Select database \

tabase Snapshot Select Built-in Database

Select External Database

L Cancel
Database: Narrative Story Retell ~ Sampling context: Narration
Subgroup/Story: Help
FWAY v <all> <all>
Reset
STEP 2: Select age, grade, and/or gender criteria
® I: = 3 TARGET SPEAKER
Age plus or minus -~ months
Age match (®) 15t speaker
() Age range from e
[JGrade match 1
SD INTERVAL SETTING
[JGender match M

Standard deviation interval
" Find Matched Samples | <- Find the database samples matching your criteria

Reset SD Interval
STEP 3: Select method used to equate samples by length
Same number of total words

Save SD Interval as Default
Same number of analysis-set utterances (C&I Verbal Utts)

Same amount of elapsed time

Find Equated Samples

Tom 7;0 FWAY (Child), NAR (FWAY): CA = 7,0, Grade 1, Male, 137 NTW, 27 C&I Verbal Utts, Time: 2:38

s Open X

Notice the Narrative Story Retell database is preselected. To change this to the Demo
database, just click “Select External Database” .
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... and select the Demo database
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“ STEP 1: Select database

Find Matched Samples =~ <- Find the database samples matching your criteria

STEP 3: Select method used to equate samples by length
Same number of total words

Same number of analysis-set utterances (C& Verbal Utts)
Same amount of elapsed time

Find Equated Samples

Select Database Samples for Tom 7;0 FWAY

¥ STEP 1: Select database

Database Snapshot Select Built-in Database

OK
Database Snapshot Select Built-in Database Select External Database
Cancel
TDalabase: Demo  Sampling context: Narration
Subgroup/Story: Help
<all> <all>
Reset
age, grade, and/or gender criteria
E - TARGET SPEAKER
Age plus or minus -~ months
Age match ©hgep (®) st speaker
() Age range from (O 2nd speaker
[] Grade match 1
SD INTERVAL SETTING
[JGender match M

Standard deviation interval

Reset SD Interval

Save SD Interval as Default

Tom 7;0 FWAY (Child), NAR (FWAY): CA = 7,0, Grade 1, Male, 137 NTW, 27 C&I Verbal Utts, Time: 2:38

oK

Now I’'m using the Demo database. Notice the subgroup is preselected as FWAY because

Tom'’s transcript specifies the subgroup as FWAY. But if | click the dropdown arrow, you can
see that this database also contains the Bus story.

Select External Database
Database: Demo

Sampling context: Narration
Subgroup/Story:
FWAY

v |<all> <all>

¥ STEP 2: Select age, grade, and/or gender criteria

@ Age plus or minus < months
Age match
() Age range from

[] Grade match 1
[[] Gender match ~ M
Find Matched Samples 15 samples matched age criteria
¥ STEP 3: Select method used to equate samples by length

(®) Same number of total words
O Same number of analysis-set

‘erances (C&I Verbal Utts)
(O) Same amount of elapsedAime

Find Equated Samples

15 samples contain at least 137 total words

Tom 7;0 FWAY (Child), NAR (FWAY): CA = 7,0, Grade 1, Male, 137 NTW, 27 C&I Verbal Utts, Time: 2:38

Cancel
Help
Reset

TARGET SPEAKER

(®) 1st speaker
(O 2nd speaker

SD INTERVAL SETTING

Standard deviation interval

Reset SD Interval

Save SD Interval as Default

Keeping the subgroup as FWAY, | find the matched samples...

and the equated samples ...

and click OK.
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File Edit Anayze Database Explore Link Tools Setup Window Help
U@k S Change Database Samples and Settings {15/15 samples selected) f1?
Tom 7:0 FWA' Ower N h
[ s Child, Exami Standard Measures Report -
+ Name: Tom Performance Report.
+ Language: E Quick Look
+ Context: Nat Traracript Length B Iteligiality
+ Subgroup: F
+CA:T0 mizx/Morphol
+ Gender: M Syntay/Morphalogy Summary
+Grade: 1 Utterance Distribution Tables
-0:17 Semantics Summary
C Once_upon_: & sical Cat
¢ And he golE rammatical Categaries
CAndthe frog  Verba
C The boy say| Verbal Facility Summary
02 Maze Distribution Tables

C (An*:03) an
C And the dog
07 Errors Summary
C(Then:03)a o

CAndhafalld Explore Words & Codes...

Explore Plus Line Values..
Database Standard b English
Create Customized PDF Report I

Now I'll select “Standard Measures Report” from the Database menu...

Report Based On.. X

Standard Measures Report based on...

... based on the entire transcript.

(®) Entire transcript recommended
O Equated by length Cancel
Help
8 SALT 20 - Research license (Torm 720 FWAY_DBSI) - oo And the Standard Measures Report is displayed comparing Tom'’s transcript to transcripts
File Edit Analyze Database Explore Link Tools Setup Window Help
LG WS ® M G SO 2 2 selected from the Demo database.
Tom 7,0 FWAV.slt- Tom 7;0 FWAY_DBSMR X -
Tom 7;0 FWAY A
TRANSCRIPT INFORMATION DATABASE INFORMATION
Speaker: Tom (Child) Database: Demo
Sample Date: 15 Samples Matched By Age
Current Age: 7;0, Grade: 1 Context: Narration (FWAY)
Context: Narration (FWAY) SD Interval: 1.0
STANDARD MEASURES REPORT
Compared to 15 Samples Matched by Age
LANGUAGE MEASURE child DATABASE
Score +/-SD Mean Min Max
Current Age (7:0) 7.00 047 689 6.50 7.33
TRANSCRIPT LENGTH
Total Utterances 28* -1.88 45.27 33 60
C&I Verbal Utts 27+ 177 4340 31 58
All Words Including Mazes 155* 280 384.87 243 532
Elapsed Time (2:38) 263" -2.04 3.76 297 5.05
INTELLIGIBILITY
9% Intelligible Utterances 100% 0.66 99.24 9697 100.00
9% Intelligible Words 100% 0.62 99.89 99.54 100.00
SYNTAX/MORPHOLOGY
MLU in Words 507*  -316 791 5.89 9.55 v
>
For Help, press F1 Cal Verbal Utts_ Entire Transcript English

Step 4: Edit the default databases setting.

There’s one final step which may make it easier to use this database. Remember when |
compared Tom’s transcript, SALT preselected the Narrative Story Retell database and | had
to change it to the Demo database? SALT preselects the “best” database by looking at the
contents of the plus lines and applying some rules. If | want the Demo database to be
preselected, | need to change the rules.




8 SALT 20 - Research License - o Select “Setup = Analysis Settings = Default Databases”.
File Edit Analyze Database Explore Link Tools Setup Window Help
= 42 Came] % Analysis Set ? 2
B Word Base
T Transcript Cut
File Locations 4
Lists 3
Editor Settings »
Analysi ings 4 Timing Lines
" Language Settings Moving-Average Window Size
Startup Settings Database Stats (%5D)
Fonts 3
Network or Lab Setup ¥
View or edit default database names. C&I Verbal Utts  Entire Transcript Language
Default Reference Databeses * This dialogue box defines the rules for preselecting databases for comparison. The rules are
Browse
Lo ol s Dt e W ol [ ] based on language, context, and subgroup. If | want my new database to be preselected, |
nglisl Conversation
[z |[Enlh || [con | [Py Play ) E need to carefully add it to the list.
3_ English Nar 555 Narrative 555 (B) Help
4 || English MNar FWAY, APNF,PGHW,DDS Narrative Story Retell (B)
(5 | English Nar ENNI ENNI (B) Reset
[6 | [English Nar TN TNL2 Narrative Samples (B)
7] English Nar TNL TNL Narrative Samples (B) m
|8 || English Nar AGL,BUS NZ-AU Story Retell (B) Dtabase
9 | English Nar NZPN NZ-AU Personal Narrative (B) .
[10 | English Expo Expasitory (8) Sort
[11] English Pers Persuasion (B)
[12 || Spanish | |SE Nar FWAY,FGTD,FOHO Bilingual Spanish Story Retell (B) Save as
F Spanish SE Nar OFTM Bilingual Spanish Unique Story (B) Default
(14 | Engiish | [sE Nar FWAY FGTD,FOHO Bilingual English Story Retell (8)
(15 | English SE Nar OFTM Bilingual English Unique Story (B)
[16 || Spanish Nar FWAY,FGTD,FOHO,OFTM Monolingual Spanish Story Retell (B)




O Rerrce tatnes x| I'll start by adding it to the end as line 17. The Language is “English”, the Context is “Nar”,
Browse Browse . . . ..
Sl B o and the Subgroup is “BUS” and “FWAY”. I'll click “Browse External (E)” since this is an
1 nglis n ‘onversation
[2 | Engish || |lcon [Py Pl () — external database and select the Demo database.
3 | Englsh | Nar 555 Narrative 555 (B) Help
|4 | English Nar FWAY APNF,PGHW,DDS Narrative Story Retell (B)
5 | English Nar ENNI ENNI (B) Reset. R . .. . . . . .
O 0 TR e Sampes ©) Notice line 4. This is the rule for the Narrative Story Retell database is very similar: English
7 | English Nar TNL TNL Narrative Samples (B) Delete R -
ERIE Nor |Gl NE-AD Sty el (9) CEB language, Nar context, and a subgroup which includes FWAY.
9 || English Nar NZPN NZ-AU Personal Narrative (B) . . . . ..
15| g Ewe Expostory @ ot Also notice line 8 which is the rule for the NZ-AU Story Retell database. This is also very
P e e o s o Sy el . similar: English language, Nar context, and a subgroup which contains BUS.
13 | Spanish | | SE Nar OFTM Bilingual Spanish Unique Story (8) [t
14 | English | |SE Nar FWAY,FGTD,FOHO Bilingual English Story Retell ()
5 nglish ar ilingual English Unique Story (B) . . . . .
O e e | When lines contain the same information, they are processed in order from 1 to the end. So
SRl || A Pt I need to decide if | want my database to take precedence over one or both of the other
databases. In this case, | want my database to have the highest priority so it needs to come
before the Narrative Story Retell database on line 4.
}Df“" Reference Databeses x| So I’'m going to renumber lines 4 — 16 to 5 — 17 and change the number of my database
Order Language  Bilingual Context  Subgroup Defoult Datobase | Builtin (B) | | Externs E) from 17 to 4
1 English Con Conversation (B) Cancel
|2 | Engish Con Play Play (B)
3 | English Nar 555 Narrative 555 (B) Hel . .
5| Engish | [Mor | FAY.APNFPGHWDDS | Narrative Story Retel (5 ’ Then I'll click the “Sort” button to arrange the databases in order.
6 | English MNar ENNI ENNI (B) Reset.
7 English | Nar TNL2 TNL2 Narrative Samples (B)
[8 | English Nar THL TNL Narrative Samples (B)
9 [English | Nar AGL,BUS NZ-AU Story Retell () | | otatmse
10 | English | Nar [Nzpn NZ-AU Personal Narrative (8) )
11 | English Expo Expository (B) Sart
[12 | "English Pers Persuasion (B)
13 | Spanish || SE Nar FWAY,FGTD,FOHO Bilingual Spanish Story Retell (B) Save as
14 | Spanish ||SE || Nar [oFtM Bilingual Spanish Unique Story (B) Default
15 | English SE | Nar FWAY,FGTD,FOHO Bilingual English Story Retell (B)
[16 | English SE Nar OFTM Bilingual English Unique Stary (B)
17 | Spanish | Nar FWAY,FGTD,FOHO,OFTM Monalingual Spanish Story Retell (B)
[4] Engish | Nar [B0S, FwAY Dema (E)




Ot e Ditabases \ x| Now, if a user compares a narrative transcript to database transcripts and the transcript
Browse

Onder Lonqwge Blngual Contt_Suberoup OctitDatase sulin (9t * subgroup is BUS or FWAY, the Demo database will be preselected.
1 | English Con Conversation (B)
2 |[Engish [Con | [Play Play (B) ET
3 English Nar 555 Narrative 555 (B) Hell .. .
4 Enolh | sy Do () - If this is what | want, | would click “Save as Default”.
5 | English Nar FWAY, APNF,PGHW,DDS. Narrative Stary Retell (B) Reset
6 | Engish | | Nar | [Ennat | ENNI (8) |
7 | English Nar THL2 TNL2 Narrative Samples (B) . . . . .
IED | THL Narraive Samples () | Then, if a narrative transcript contains the Bus or FWAY subgroup, the Demo database will
[0 English Nar AGL,BUS NZ-AU Story Retell (B)
10 || English Nar NZPN NZ-AU Personal Narrative (B) be preselected.
[11 | English Expo Expository (B)
12 | English Pers Persuasion (B) EE ii?
I e 1T 1T s " aul
e e e e s B st oo sy - Since this is just a demo database, | don’t want to save it as the default, so I'll just click OK.
[15 | [English | 'sE Nar FWAY,FGTD,FOHO Bilingual English Story Retell (B)
16 | English | SE Nar | oFtm Bilingual English Unique Story (B)
[17 | Spanish Nar FWAY,FGTD,FOHO,0FTM Monalingual Spanish Story Retell (B)

This concludes the tutorial on how to add a reference database so it can be accessed in
SALT.




